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The MARAD was primarily interested in getting the NRC’s views regarding how they could meet the
license termination criteria in 10 CFR 20.1403, “Radiological Criteria for Unrestricted Use,” and 10
CFR 20.1404, “Criteria for License Transfer under Restricted Controls,” and at some time preserve the
ship in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act. MARAD discussed their desire not to
be in the decommissioning mode and the possibility of obtaining a long-term control license for the ship.
Stan Wheatley and Bob Moody attended the meeting. Both spoke in support of preserving the ship for
historical and educational purposes. As an example of how the ship could be used to educate the public,
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NSSA Members Participate in Port Fest Baltimore
Many activities aboard the N.S. Savannah were scheduled as part of
Port Fest Baltimore 2013 from October 15 through 19. It was an exciting
week that involved tours by students of all ages from Baltimore City
Schools and the Baltimore Maritime Industries Academy. The ship
was open to the public on Saturday. Larry Kenworthy coordinated the
NSSA docents and tour guides during the week with other local organizations. In addition to Larry, and Bucky Owens participated as docents
and tour guides. Bob and Christie Moody opened the Ship’s Store.

Volunteers The Association is always looking for volunteers to staff
committees and as docents aboard the ship during events. If you are interested
and/or know of others who may be interested in volunteering, please e-mail
your interest to: Larry Kenworthy, Events Coordinator at eldecay1@msn.com.
Persons near the Baltimore area would be especially helpful for docent assistance
during events or special tours.

Above: Onboard the Savannah... ships display cabinet.

New T-shirts Available
In response to popular demand, a new
T-shirt has been designed. The T-shirt
is printed on both sides. The atom
symbol on the back of the shirt replicates the symbol on the sides of the
ship and a silhouette of the ship is on
the front. The shirts are made of 100%
preshrunk cotton and are available in
adult and children’s sizes for $12.00
each. In addition to being available
in the Ship’s Store, the shirts can be
purchased by e-mailing your request
to nssavannahstore@gmail.com.
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T-Shirt FRONT

3.
T-Shirt BACK

Savannah’s Passenger Dining Room,
and Officer’s Staterooms –
Your donations and membership
dues at work.

Photo 1: Ship’s Laundry Room.
Photo 2: Captain’s Suite.
Photo 3: Officer Mess.
Photo 4: Passenger Stateroom.
Photo 5: Reception Area.
Photo 6: Passenger Dining Room.
Photo 7: Barber/Beauty Salon.

5.

We have additional photos of NSSA’s contributions
to restore the ship on the NSSA website. To see the
photos, click on the wreath. In the Passenger Dining
Room, the golden model of the Steamship Savannah
has been placed in its original position. The upholstery
in the Chief Engineer, Captain, Chief Mate, and First
Assistant Engineer’s staterooms has been completed. 6.
Further work is progressing in the Chief Engineer and
Captain’s Staterooms. The staterooms will also be
furnished and the rooms will be painted. These rooms
will all be on the tour route for visitors.
The Chief Engineer and Captain’s staterooms are
presently on the tour route. Other additions to the
tour route are the laundry room, galley, training rooms,
crew rooms, beauty parlor, and butcher shop.
OOO
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7.

Gratuitous Services Agreement Form Approved
For NSSA volunteers to work on the ship, a Gratuitous Services Form
was developed by MARAD. Technically, MARAD doesn’t have
statutory authority to accept the services of “volunteers.” “Volunteer”
has a fairly definite legal definition, and for federal agencies to accept
voluntary services, they have to have authority so it doesn’t become
an illegal augmentation of resources. A gratuitous service is technically
not volunteer service; instead it is a gift to the government.
There are five standard types of gratuitous service to select from. Two
are the usual escort/docent activities while the other three can be used
to allow NSSA persons to work on the ship. The other choices are
collection management, interpretive display production, and labor associated with restoration/renovation activities.

Pictured above: Radio Room. At right: Bridge.

Upcoming Events Aboard the Savannah
The following activities are in the planning stages,
and will provide opportunities for the public to learn
about the Savannah and NSSA.
1. On April 30, 2014, personnel from the Smithsonian
Institution will conduct a Study Tour of Baltimore
and some of the ships in the harbor, including the
Savannah. The group is expected to be about 50
persons, and they will have lunch oboard the ship in
the Passenger Dining Room. MARAD has requested
support from NSSA for docents and tour guides.
2. National Maritime Day will be celebrated on
the ship on Sunday, May 18, 2014 (so that it won’t
conflict with the activities surrounding the Preakness
on Saturday). Details of National Maritime Day and
Baltimore Port Expo will be substantially similar to
2013. It is also the 50th Anniversary of the ship’s first
call in Baltimore, which was to host National Maritime
Day 1964 at Dundalk Marine Terminal, which is within
sight of the current berth.

Savannah Trivia - Why Is the African Queen’s
Bell on the Bow of the Ship? As told by Erhard Koehler

Passing of Personnel Important to
the Savannah’s Success

The Savannah’s bell was originally mounted on the bracket on the
bow where most ships have their bell. However, that’s not a good spot
for a large ceremony such as the ones we have for National Maritime
Day, so when the bell was returned from the Mariner’s Museum, we
decided to hang the bell on the prom deck. At first we hung it with slings,
but later we made a permanent steel mounting bracket for it. 		

Orrin H. “Mike” Smith - Mike passed away September 12,
2013. He graduated from King’s Point and sailed on the
Savannah as an engineer. After a brief time ashore, he
returned to the sea and sailed for the rest of his maritime career as chief engineer for the American Hawaiian
Cruise Lines.

That was all well and good, but I thought that it was better not to tempt fate
or taunt the gods of the sea. So I decided that we needed a bell on the bow. I
went to the MARAD warehouse in Chesapeake, Virginia and selected the
African Neptune’s bell. The Neptune was purchased by MARAD back in the
1980’s and sailed in the Ready Reserve Force as the Cape Archway, but by then
it was out of the program and laid-up in the James River awaiting disposal (still
waiting, as it turns out). Now, I’d like to say that I chose the African Neptune’s
bell because Neptune was the Roman god of the sea, but as a practical matter,
that bell was the only one in the warehouse that came with a mounting bracket,
and I saw that the bracket could be pretty easily adapted to the original mount.
So that’s the one that I took to the ship.
One of these days we’re going to polish the bell, and make a pull for the
clapper. I should also get this story engraved onto a weatherproof panel and
mounted with the African Neptune’s bell.

Zelvin “Zel” Levine - Zel passed away January 15, 2014,
at his home in South Boston, VA. He spent more than
30 years in the U.S. Maritime Administration in Washington, D.C. until his retirement in 1999. Zel was an
important member of the B&W staff that designed the
reactor for the Savannah.
Ship’s Bell
relocated aft
by the swimming
pool.

P.S. For anyone interested in trying out that new Gratuitous Service
Agreement, MARAD will supply the Brasso!

Visit our website and view virtual tours of the
N.S. Savannah at: http://www.ns-savannah.org
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Needless to say, he played a major role in efforts to raise awareness of the
importance of the N.S. Savannah as a landmark maritime vessel, and was
one of the key individuals involved in supporting that effort.   

visit our website and view virtuatours of the N. S. Savannah at:

The NSSA offers sincere condolences to Wayne’s family and to all who Above: Wayne at the 2013 National Maritime
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