
PuBlic meeTiNg To diScuSS AlTerNATive 
loNg-Term oPTioNS for The N.S. SAvANNAh
On April 18, 2010, at the request of the Maritime Administration (MARAD), a meeting was held at 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission offices in Rockville, Maryland to discuss alternative long-term 
options to the decommissioning plan contained in the “Nuclear Ship Savannah (NSS) Post Shutdown 
Decommissioning Activities Report (PSDAR), Revision 1”, dated December 11, 2008. The PSDAR 
is a very interesting report. It contains a large amount of information about what has happened to 
the ship since it was layed up in 1970. The report is available on the MARAD’s website at 
http://www.marad.dot.gov/documents/STS_100_Rev_1.pdf.

The MARAD was primarily interested in getting the NRC’s views regarding how they could meet the 
license termination criteria in 10 CFR 20.1403, “Radiological Criteria for Unrestricted Use,” and 10 
CFR 20.1404, “Criteria for License Transfer under Restricted Controls,” and at some time preserve the 
ship in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act. MARAD discussed their desire not to 
be in the decommissioning mode and the possibility of obtaining a long-term control license for the ship.

Stan Wheatley and Bob Moody attended the meeting. Both spoke in support of preserving the ship for 
historical and educational purposes. As an example of how the ship could be used to educate the public, 
Erhard Koehler, MARAD’s Senior Technical Advisor for the ship, presented a drawing showing a cross- 
section view of containment with a public viewing area (basically a plexiglass tunnel) extending through 
the containment wall and into containment vessel. However, presently there is a funding freeze on discre-
tionary funding within MARAD. This situation prevents any such work being done on the ship. 

In summary, it was apparent that long-term preservation of the ship (greater than the current 60-year 
licensing period allowed by the NRC) is viable, and ways to handle it still exist.

 The miSSioN of The
N/S SAvANNAh ASSociATioN:

Take whatever action is necessary
to preserve and protect the 

N. S. Savannah;

To educate the public about 
the importance and historical 

significance of the N. S. Savannah
and the restoration projects

appropriate thereto;

To support continued and expanded 
access to the vessel by the public and

to place aboard such displays
and artifacts concerning the

N. S. Savannah as are deemed
appropriate by the vessel owner and

the N/S SAVANNAH Association;

To undertake specific limited scope
restoration and preservation tasks

with the full concurrence of the
vessel owner; and

To do everything necessary, 
proper, advisable or convenient

for the accomplishment
of the above purposes.

DEcEmbER 2010FIRST EDITION - No.2   NEWSLETTER OF THE N/S SAVANNAH ASSOcIATION, INc.

visit our website and view virtuatours of the N. S. Savannah at:
http://www.NS-SAvANNAh.org

hAPPy holidAyS
The Board of Directors of the NSSA and the supporting committee 
members wish everyone a very happy holiday season and wish to thank 
you for your past support and future support.

Best Regards,

Jon Stouky, Chairman  Wayne Britz, President

Joseph Seelinger • Jay Tarzia • William DiBenedetto

Larry Kenworthy • George Kulynuch • Robert Moody

Bruce Muntz • James S. Nolan • Stanley Wheatley
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national maritime day
saturday, may 18, 2013

Above: Moment of silence.

National Maritime Day for the Port of Baltimore was again commemorated aboard the N.S. 
Savannah on May 18, 2013, with a wreath laying ceremony and an open house. Other ships open 
for tours included a Baltimore City fireboat, tugboats, a WWII LST, and police patrol vessels. 
NSSA members Larry Kenworthy, Don Beckman, Bucky Owens, and Marie Lawson served as 
docents and Bob and Christie Moody staffed the Ship’s Store.

A Maritime Expo was also held on the pier. Part of the event was the 
TEACH FLEET STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) Expo. TEACH FLEET is an anagram for Technology’s 
Effects And Contributions Highlighted For Learning Ecological Environ- 
mental Topics. One of the TEACH FLEET goals is to encourage students 
in grades K-12 to study math and explore science by introducing them to a 
diverse group of maritime professionals who can explain and demonstrate 
to them the importance of math and science in maritime professions. 
 
The Expo also included a fleet of ships built with Lego-style building blocks. The fleet was built to cover the 
entire range of modern self-propelled vessels from tugboats to aircraft carriers to super tankers. The ships 
are between 6 feet to 1-1/2 feet long (the average length is 3 feet). The TEACH FLEET of model vessels 
was entirely built from scratch by Wilbert McKinley (a former ship designer for major naval architecture 
firms and shipyards) without the aid of kits, directions, drawing plans or pictures. Several hundred thousand 
building blocks were hand-selected from various used and recycled sources then cleaned and sorted by 
color and type prior to construction. O O O

Top right: Fire Boat Salute. 

Above: Ship’s gangway.

Pictured Below: Model vessels 
displayed at the Maritime Expo 
constructed from Lego-style 
building blocks.
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 the mission of the
n.s. saVannah assoCiation:

Take whatever action is necessary
to preserve and protect the 

N.S. Savannah;

To educate the public about 
the importance and historical 

significance of the N.S. Savannah
and the restoration projects

appropriate thereto;

To support continued and expanded 
access to the vessel by the public and

to place aboard such displays
and artifacts concerning the

N.S. Savannah as are deemed
appropriate by the vessel owner and

the N.S SAVANNAH Association;

To undertake specific limited scope
restoration and preservation tasks

with the full concurrence of the
vessel owner; and

To do everything necessary, 
proper, advisable or convenient

for the accomplishment
of the above purposes.



saVannah’s Passenger dining room, 
and offiCer’s staterooms –
your donations and memBershiP 
dues at Work.  
We have additional photos of NSSA’s contributions 
to restore the ship on the NSSA website. To see the 
photos, click on the wreath. In the Passenger Dining 
Room, the golden model of the Steamship Savannah 
has been placed in its original position. The upholstery 
in the Chief Engineer, Captain, Chief Mate, and First 
Assistant Engineer’s staterooms has been completed. 
Further work is progressing in the Chief Engineer and 
Captain’s Staterooms. The staterooms will also be 
furnished and the rooms will be painted. These rooms 
will all be on the tour route for visitors.
 
The Chief Engineer and Captain’s staterooms are 
presently on the tour route. Other additions to the 
tour route are the laundry room, galley, training rooms, 
crew rooms, beauty parlor, and butcher shop.   

O O O

nssa memBers PartiCiPate in Port fest Baltimore 
Many activities aboard the N.S. Savannah were scheduled as part of 
Port Fest Baltimore 2013 from October 15 through 19. It was an exciting 
week that involved tours by students of all ages from Baltimore City 
Schools and the Baltimore Maritime Industries Academy. The ship 
was open to the public on Saturday. Larry Kenworthy coordinated the 
NSSA docents and tour guides during the week with other local organi-
zations. In addition to Larry, and Bucky Owens participated as docents 
and tour guides. Bob and Christie Moody opened the Ship’s Store.

neW t-shirts aVailaBle  
In response to popular demand, a new 
T-shirt has been designed. The T-shirt 
is printed on both sides. The atom 
symbol on the back of the shirt rep-
licates the symbol on the sides of the 
ship and a silhouette of the ship is on 
the front. The shirts are made of 100% 
preshrunk cotton and are available in 
adult and children’s sizes for $12.00 
each. In addition to being available 
in the Ship’s Store, the shirts can be 
purchased by e-mailing your request 
to nssavannahstore@gmail.com.

T-Shirt FRONT

T-Shirt BACK

Photo 1: Ship’s Laundry Room.
Photo 2: Captain’s Suite.
Photo 3: Officer Mess.
Photo 4: Passenger Stateroom.
Photo 5: Reception Area.
Photo 6: Passenger Dining Room.
Photo 7: Barber/Beauty Salon.

Above: Onboard the Savannah... ships display cabinet.
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Volunteers The Association is always looking for volunteers to staff 
committees and as docents aboard the ship during events. If you are interested 
and/or know of others who may be interested in volunteering, please e-mail 
your interest to: Larry Kenworthy, Events Coordinator at eldecay1@msn.com. 
Persons near the Baltimore area would be especially helpful for docent assistance 
during events or special tours.
   



uPComing eVents aBoard the saVannah
The following activities are in the planning stages, 
and will provide opportunities for the public to learn 
about the Savannah and NSSA.

1. On april 30, 2014, personnel from the Smithsonian 
Institution will conduct a Study Tour of Baltimore 
and some of the ships in the harbor, including the 
Savannah. The group is expected to be about 50 
persons, and they will have lunch oboard the ship in 
the Passenger Dining Room. MARAD has requested 
support from NSSA for docents and tour guides.

2. National Maritime Day will be celebrated on 
the ship on Sunday, May 18, 2014 (so that it won’t 
conflict with the activities surrounding the Preakness 
on Saturday). Details of National Maritime Day and 
Baltimore Port Expo will be substantially similar to 
2013. It is also the 50th Anniversary of the ship’s first 
call in Baltimore, which was to host National Maritime 
Day 1964 at Dundalk Marine Terminal, which is within 
sight of the current berth.  

Visit our website and view virtual tours of the
n.s. savannah at: http://www.ns-saVannah.org

Pictured above: Radio Room. At right: Bridge.

Ship’s Bell
relocated aft
by the swimming
pool.

Passing of Personnel imPortant to 
the saVannah’s suCCess 
Orrin H. “Mike” Smith - Mike passed away September 12, 
2013. He graduated from King’s Point and sailed on the 
Savannah as an engineer. After a brief time ashore, he 
returned to the sea and sailed for the rest of his mari-
time career as chief engineer for the American Hawaiian 
Cruise Lines.

Zelvin “Zel” Levine - Zel passed away January 15, 2014, 
at his home in South Boston, VA. He spent more than 
30 years in the U.S. Maritime Administration in Wash-
ington, D.C. until his retirement in 1999. Zel was an 
important member of the B&W staff that designed the 
reactor for the Savannah.

gratuitous serViCes agreement form aPProVed 
For NSSA volunteers to work on the ship, a Gratuitous Services Form 
was developed by MARAD. Technically, MARAD doesn’t have 
statutory authority to accept the services of “volunteers.”  “Volunteer” 
has a fairly definite legal definition, and for federal agencies to accept 
voluntary services, they have to have authority so it doesn’t become 
an illegal augmentation of resources. A gratuitous service is technically 
not volunteer service; instead it is a gift to the government.

There are five standard types of gratuitous service to select from. Two 
are the usual escort/docent activities while the other three can be used 
to allow NSSA persons to work on the ship. The other choices are 
collection management, interpretive display production, and labor as-
sociated with restoration/renovation activities.  

saVannah triVia - Why is the afriCan Queen’s 
Bell on the BoW of the shiP?  As told by Erhard Koehler

 The Savannah’s bell was originally mounted on the bracket on the 
bow where most ships have their bell. However, that’s not a good spot 
for a large ceremony such as the ones we have for National Maritime 
Day, so when the bell was returned from the Mariner’s Museum, we 
decided to hang the bell on the prom deck. At first we hung it with slings, 
but later we made a permanent steel mounting bracket for it.     

 That was all well and good, but I thought that it was better not to tempt fate 
or taunt the gods of the sea.  So I decided that we needed a bell on the bow. I 
went to the MARAD warehouse in Chesapeake, Virginia and selected the 
African Neptune’s bell. The Neptune was purchased by MARAD back in the 
1980’s and sailed in the Ready Reserve Force as the Cape Archway, but by then 
it was out of the program and laid-up in the James River awaiting disposal (still 
waiting, as it turns out).  Now, I’d like to say that I chose the African Neptune’s 
bell because Neptune was the Roman god of the sea, but as a practical matter, 
that bell was the only one in the warehouse that came with a mounting bracket, 
and I saw that the bracket could be pretty easily adapted to the original mount.  
So that’s the one that I took to the ship.

 One of these days we’re going to polish the bell, and make a pull for the 
clapper. I should also get this story engraved onto a weatherproof panel and 
mounted with the African Neptune’s bell.  

 P.S. For anyone interested in trying out that new Gratuitous Service 
Agreement, MARAD will supply the Brasso!
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The Nuclear Ship Savannah Association, Inc. (NSSA) is deeply saddened by Wayne’s 
passing. His involvement in the establishment of the NSSA, serving as the president, 
and his dedication to its operation, contributed to its success.
  
Wayne sailed on the N.S. Savannah from 1966-1970. He first encountered the 
Savannah during its maiden voyage to New York City, when he was attending the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy and playing in its band for the arrival ceremonies. Wayne 
knew at that time that he wanted to sail on the Savannah and thus took all the nuclear 

engineering electives at the Academy. After graduation, he was selected as a deck officer. He also served as 
a reactor operator, health physicist, auxiliary plant operator, and water chemist. He sailed on the ship’s last 
voyage, before it was removed from active service in 1970.

Wayne stayed involved with the Savannah ever since, either planning 
for reunions on board the ship and at the Merchant Marine Academy, or 
inspecting the ship while with the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  
Needless to say, he played a major role in efforts to raise awareness of the 
importance of the N.S. Savannah as a landmark maritime vessel, and was 
one of the key individuals involved in supporting that effort.   

The NSSA offers sincere condolences to Wayne’s family and to all who 
knew him and appreciated his work.

The NSSA BoArd of direcTor ANd commiTTee AcTiviTieS 
2010 has been a very good year for the NSSA as the ship has been well utilized by significant organizations and it has 
received very good visibility by key maritime industry personnel. This all increases the potential for interest in preserving 
the ship for museum and educational purposes. The NSSA has contributed to the improvement of the ship, adding to its 
displays, and providing assistance for functions aboard the N.S. Savannah.  

2010 has seen three Board Members having significant medical issues and surgeries. Jon Stouky had stomach surgery and 
back surgery. James Nolan had heart surgery and Joe Seelinger just had a triple heart bypass and major valve replacement. 
Joe is currently recovering very well. We wish them all a continued recovery. This has impacted the Board functions to a 
certain extent, so we are hoping for a healthy 2011.  

Wayne Britz is moving back to the USA January 1 after two years in the UAE where he was part of a team establishing a 
nuclear regulatory agency for the construction of their first four nuclear power plants. He will be in partial retirement and 
have significantly more time to commit to the NSSA and hopefully the preservation of the Savannah.  

2010 was a very good year, but we look forward to a much better 2011. As a matter of fact, we are working on a date in the 
fall of 2011 for the 50th Anniversary of the First Savannah Nuclear Criticality.
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Above: Wayne at the 2013 National Maritime 
Day Ceremony onboard the ship.


